
The EurThe European Astropean Astronaut Centronaut Centre in Gere in Germany prmany pree--
parpare an ESA astre an ESA astronaut corps of experonaut corps of exper ts in thets in the
fields of science, technology and medicine.fields of science, technology and medicine.

Since 2001 EurSince 2001 European astropean astronauts have been flyingonauts have been flying
to the ISS to carto the ISS to carrr y out scientific and technologicaly out scientific and technological
rresearesearch, delivering insights that cannot bech, delivering insights that cannot be
achieved on Earachieved on Ear th. th. 

Thomas Reiter was the first ESA astrThomas Reiter was the first ESA astronaut to joinonaut to join
the ISS crthe ISS crew as a perew as a permanent member with a long-manent member with a long-
duration mission of 6 months in 2006. Eurduration mission of 6 months in 2006. Europeanopean
astrastronauts have also peronauts have also per forformed essential extra-med essential extra-

vehicular activity - spacewalks - to assemble keyvehicular activity - spacewalks - to assemble key
elements of the ISS.elements of the ISS.
In FebrIn Februaruar y 2008 Hans Schlegel and Léopoldy 2008 Hans Schlegel and Léopold
EyharEyhar ts will fly on STS-122, to deliver thets will fly on STS-122, to deliver the
Columbus laboratorColumbus laborator yy, one of Eur, one of Europe's majorope's major
contributions to the ISS.  contributions to the ISS.  

Hans Schlegel will play a key rHans Schlegel will play a key role in spacewalksole in spacewalks
scheduled for the mission, while Leopold Eyharscheduled for the mission, while Leopold Eyhar tsts
will rwill remain on boaremain on board the ISS as a member of thed the ISS as a member of the
perpermanent Expedition 16 crmanent Expedition 16 crew to oversee the insew to oversee the ins--
tallation, activation and in-orbit commissioningtallation, activation and in-orbit commissioning
of Columbus and its experiment facilities.of Columbus and its experiment facilities.
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