
In 1998, the European Astronaut Centre wasIn 1998, the European Astronaut Centre was
established in Gerestablished in Germany to prepare an ESAmany to prepare an ESA
astronaut corps of experastronaut corps of exper ts in the fields of science,ts in the fields of science,
technology and medicine.technology and medicine.

Since 2001 European astronauts have beenSince 2001 European astronauts have been
flying to the ISS to carrflying to the ISS to carr y out scientific and techy out scientific and tech --
nological research, delivering insights that cannotnological research, delivering insights that cannot
be achieved on Earbe achieved on Ear th. Thomas Reiter was theth. Thomas Reiter was the
first ESA astronaut to join the ISS crew as a perfirst ESA astronaut to join the ISS crew as a per --
manent member with a long-duration mission ofmanent member with a long-duration mission of
6 months in 2006. European astronauts have6 months in 2006. European astronauts have

also peralso per forformed essential extra-vehicular med essential extra-vehicular activityactivity
-  spacewalks  -  to  assemble  key  e lemen t s-  spacewalks  -  to  assemble  key  e lemen t s o f  o f  
t he  I SS ,  i n c l ud ing  the  so la r  a r rays  fo r  t he  t he  I SS ,  i n c l ud ing  the  so la r  a r rays  fo r  t he  
perpermanent electricity system during Christermanent electricity system during Christer
Fuglesang’Fuglesang’s mission.s mission.

Hans Schlegel and Léopold EyharHans Schlegel and Léopold Eyhar ts will fly onts will fly on
STS-122, to deliver the Columbus laboratorSTS-122, to deliver the Columbus laborator yy,,
one of Europe's major contributions to the ISS.one of Europe's major contributions to the ISS.
Léopold will spend 2 months onboard the stationLéopold will spend 2 months onboard the station
to prepare Columbus for operational use.to prepare Columbus for operational use.
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