
The Columbus laboratorThe Columbus laborator yy, designed and built in, designed and built in
Europe, will be launched on the US space shuttleEurope, will be launched on the US space shuttle
STS-122 mission. ESA astronaut Hans Schlegel STS-122 mission. ESA astronaut Hans Schlegel 
will take parwill take par t in this mission, undert in this mission, under taking twotaking two
extravehicular activities or spacewalks to help extravehicular activities or spacewalks to help 
install Columbus.  install Columbus.  

ESAESA’’s Leopold Eyhars Leopold Eyhar ts will remain onboard the ISSts will remain onboard the ISS
for two months to test all systems and prepare thefor two months to test all systems and prepare the
laboratorlaborator y for operational use.  He will be they for operational use.  He will be the
first European astronaut to carrfirst European astronaut to carr y out sciencey out science
experiments onboard Europe’experiments onboard Europe’s new pers new per manentmanent
laboratorlaborator y in space.y in space.

C o l u m b u s  w i l l  b e  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  d e d i c a t e dC o l u m b u s  w i l l  b e  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  d e d i c a t e d
research racks such as Biolab, the Fluid Scienceresearch racks such as Biolab, the Fluid Science
LaboratorLaborator yy, and the European Physiology Module, and the European Physiology Module
which will be integrated into the laboratorwhich will be integrated into the laborator y y 
pre-launch. It will also carrpre-launch. It will also carr y extery exter nal platfornal platfor msms
for experiments that require direct exposure to for experiments that require direct exposure to 
the space environment. the space environment. 

Experiments carried out onboard Columbus will beExperiments carried out onboard Columbus will be
monitored and control led via the Columbusmonitored and control led via the Columbus
Control Centre together with dedicated UserControl Centre together with dedicated User
SupporSuppor t and Operations Centres in many ESAt and Operations Centres in many ESA
member states.member states.

SCIENCE AND DISCOSCIENCE AND DISCOVERY IN SPACEVERY IN SPACE
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